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The mission of Bridges Academy is to
provide all students with the oppor-
tunity to develop an academic founda-
tion that empowers students to reach
their full potential. It has focused on
students that are struggling in the tra-
ditional school setting.

The school is doing great work, espe-
cially in regard to serving students
with disabilities who, on average, make
up 45 percent of the student body.
There is a teacher assistant in each
class providing accommodations and
modifications to all students. End-of-
grade proficiency among the subgroup
of students with disabilities is in the
top 3 percent of the State.

Bridges Academy is fairly unique for
a charter school in that it provides
transportation for students in three
counties. When nearly 90 percent of the
student population is considered eco-
nomically disadvantaged, the school
offers free breakfast and lunch for all
students through the Community Eli-
gibility Provision, and a food backpack
program is offered to the neediest stu-
dents each Friday.

All lead teachers at Bridges Academy
are highly qualified, while 50 percent of
the regular education teachers also
hold licensure in special education.
New leadership in both governing board
members and administration several
years ago has led to growth in account-
ability, student population, and cam-
pus construction.

We have always known what makes a
great school: it is a great principal who
attracts great teachers and parental
involvement. That is what you see at
Bridges Academy. Don’t take my word
for it, though. Listen to this testi-
monial from a parent who wrote:

‘“As the new school year approaches,
I wanted to take a moment to write. I
can’t thank you enough for being there
for my daughter.

“You and the Bridges staff have
made such a difference in her life. Be-
fore we moved here and found this won-
derful school, my daughter was strug-
gling. She was isolated and bullied by
her classmates and so depressed that
she didn’t fit in with the other children
because of her emotional and learning
disabilities.

‘““At Bridges, she was welcomed with
open arms and she knows that every-
one on staff is working for her best in-
terests. Finding her teacher, who is
from our home State, was truly a bless-
ing. She understood that my daughter
needed to learn in a different way, and
you helped her adjust to our new com-
munity.

‘““Always remember that you and the
school that has done so much for my
daughter will continue to have my sup-
port.”

The power of an excellent education
is truly life-changing. I know because
it changed mine. As a child, I attended
public school. It was a very poor
school, but it provided some very posi-
tive experiences. The lessons learned
and encouragement provided there
have helped me go further in life and
achieve more than I ever dreamed.
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There are countless stories just like
mine. Every day, students take classes,
hear lectures, or receive advice that
will have long and lasting impacts on
their lives. That is why it is so impor-
tant we continue working to improve
K-12 education and ensure all students
are able to benefit from those opportu-
nities.

Every student in every school de-
serves an excellent education, but, un-
fortunately, we are falling far short of
that goal as a nation. Thankfully, in-
novative charter schools like Bridges
Academy are providing thousands of
families with new hope and oppor-
tunity.

School choice provides real hope to
moms and dads, and school choice has
provided the students at Bridges Acad-
emy with a high-quality education and
a greater chance to succeed in life.
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School choice is a powerful tool to
help children succeed, and I am encour-
aged by the momentum that is build-
ing. The challenge we face is extending
the promise of school choice to more
students and families.

As chairwoman of the House Com-
mittee on Education and the Work-
force, that is a challenge I take seri-
ously and one I am committed to tack-
ling head-on.

The bipartisan Every Student Suc-
ceeds Act includes a number of reforms
to expand school choice; and across the
country, efforts are underway to em-
power families with more educational
options, including charter schools,
home schooling, scholarship programs,
and education savings accounts.

We must ensure Federal policies sup-
port—rather than discourage—innova-
tive school choice and explore addi-
tional opportunities to expand the
promise of school choice.

I look forward to the work ahead and
exploring additional opportunities to
provide parents more choices for their
children’s education.

THANK YOU TO NVIZION, INC.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, on Monday
night, fans across my home State and
the entire country were ecstatic as we
celebrated the University of North
Carolina’s sixth NCAA men’s basket-
ball championship. It was a thrilling
evening.

But in the Fifth District, one com-
pany was getting to work. Five min-
utes after the 71-65 victory against
Gonzaga, the presses at NVIZION, Inc.,
in King, North Carolina, started mov-
ing and printing thousands of cham-
pionship T-shirts commemorating the
national title. The company runs two
presses on a typical day but ran four
presses to fill the order of five different
championship designs. The dedicated
staff stayed until the last T-shirt was
printed, folded, packaged, and picked
up.

Congratulations to the UNC players
on their hard-fought victory, and
thank you to the folks at NVIZION for
producing the victory T-shirts that I
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am sure have been quickly snapped up
by the university’s dedicated fans.
How about them Heels?

——————

REINING IN THE RADICAL
ISLAMISTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT)
for 30 minutes.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, it is al-
ways a privilege to be in this last bas-
tion of civility. Sometimes it hasn’t
been all that civil, but it has been a
place where the rules were supposed to
be enforced.

I know there are all kinds of wild al-
legations being thrown around. People
seem to enjoy throwing them at this
White House, but I think we all owe a
debt of gratitude to the President this
week. This has been a very big week, as
an article by Kaitlan Collins from The
Daily Caller points out: our President
hosting three foreign leaders this week
in what could be a big moment for for-
eign policy. Well, this was dated April
2

One guest that he invited that I am
so grateful that President Trump in-
vited was the Egyptian President,
Abdel Fattah el-Sisi. It has been my
privilege with some of our other col-
leagues, and I have had other occasions
alone to visit with him in Cairo. I am
just so grateful he was invited because
Egypt is doing everything it can. The
leaders of Egypt right now are doing
all they can to try to prevent an inter-
national caliphate that is dominated
and enforced by radical Islam.

In years past, when I brought up that
there are some radical Islamists who
are wanting to create a new Ottoman
Empire—and I think it is an indict-
ment of some of our schools, both sec-
ondary and college level, that more
people are not familiar with world his-
tory. So I referred some reporters to a
map. Go look at a map, look at where
the Ottoman Empire was, look at what
countries were included in that empire,
and look at what the Islamic State is
trying to do, what al-Qaida had tried to
do, and what radical Islam, with really
Muslim Brotherhood playing a power-
ful role in trying to create part of that
caliphate, you look at what they have
done, advances made, and it is very
clear that those who wanted a new
Ottoman Empire that many thought
was over 100 years or so ago, we would
never see the rise of radical Islam con-
trolling so much of north Africa and
Europe.

Then, of course, during World War II,
radical Islamists raised their heads.
They had something in common with
Hitler. Many don’t realize that radical
Islamist leaders were allied with Hitler
because they shared what? A common
hatred for Jewish people. They both
wanted Jewish people annihilated.
They wanted a genocide. They wanted
them wiped off the Earth. In the early
days, the United States, to our dis-
credit, did not do enough to help the
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Jewish people who were the target of
that genocide, both by radical
Islamists but largely led by Hitler him-
self.

So when that great June uprising in
Egypt that was completely peaceful by
the Egyptian people—the only real vio-
lence was instigated by the Muslim
Brotherhood, and the Muslim Brother-
hood continues to this very day to plot
and to strategize to try to take back
over the country of Egypt. With over 90
million people or so in Egypt with such
a critical location, the Nile River run-
ning through Egypt, being right there
at the Suez Canal, being right there at
the gate of the Middle East, being at
the gate to north Africa from the east,
it is a critical linchpin for any radical
Islamist who wants to start with a ca-
liphate.

Of course, the true radicals, though
they have some disagreements over
what real radical Islam is, they all
agree that to get back this worldwide
caliphate, we actually must get Egypt
back under radical Islamic control.

Having met President el-Sisi, visited
on a number of occasions, even before
he was President, this is a man who
wants to do the will of the people. He
is also a man who has 20/20 vision when
it comes to looking at the Muslim
Brotherhood.

It was rather tragic when President
Obama and two Republican Senators
started putting pressure on the 30-plus
million Egyptians who made clear that
despite Morsi, the Muslim brother
leader who allegedly was elected de-
spite the claims of fraud in the election
that were not followed up on because of
the threats that were made by the
Muslim brothers that if you contest
this election, we will burn Egypt down.

But the 30 million after the election,
once they saw Morsi was acting extra-
constitutionally, he was taking powers
that didn’t belong to him, really kind
of following the model of Chavez in
Venezuela where, yeah, he got elected,
and then he used that position to start
knocking off and eliminating competi-
tion, pulling powers under himself.
Morsi was doing that. And, of course,
there is video of him taking marching
orders from a radical Islamic leader. So
some think he was more of a puppet at
the whims of radical Islamic leaders.

But that was such an incredible day
for the world, when 30 million Egyp-
tians, moderate Muslims, Christians,
Jews, secularists, they went to the
street. Some people are not aware, yes,
there are Jews in Egypt. There is a
millennia of history there. But they
went to the street, and as I have men-
tioned before, Mr. Speaker, the Pope
there in Cairo has told me on more
than one occasion just how deeply emo-
tionally moving it was to have
secularists, Muslims, and Jews come up
to him and say there in the streets as
they marched together peacefully: We
are so sorry for the way you have been
treated by the Muslim Brotherhood.
We are so sorry for the persecution
that our leaders have inflicted upon
you and Christians here in Egypt.
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What a great day for the world when
they demanded, peacefully but de-
manded, the removal of the President
who would be king, Muslim brother
Morsi.

And now we still have some in this
country, former President Obama and
others, who had such wrongheaded
policies that put the world so much at
risk by supporting Muslim Brother-
hood, they complain that this Presi-
dent, our President Trump, doesn’t
know what he is doing. It appears to
me he knows exactly what he is doing
when it comes to radical Islam, to
those who want an international ca-
liphate, to those who are moderate
Muslims, like President el-Sisi, who
has actually had the courage to stand
up, as I have not seen any national or
international leader do, and tell a
roomful of imams that it is critical
that we get control of Islam back from
the radicals who have hijacked it.

It did a disservice when the last ad-
ministration kept saying the Islamic
State, the radicals in Egypt, radicals in
Libya, al-Qaida, that they are not
Islam. Well, yes, they are. And that is
why President el-Sisi had to make
clear: We need to get our religion back.
Baghdadi, who is head of the Islamic
State, has made very clear that, yes,
the Islamic State is Islamic, and if
moderate leaders don’t step up and rein
in radical Islam, then this world is
headed for disaster.

Though we had some disagreements
here recently on other matters, I still
think that the media attention that is
given claiming Trump is this crazy
guy, that Donald Trump puts the world
at risk, they are so reflective of the
comments that were heard about a guy
named Ronald Reagan when he was
President.

As I mentioned last fall in a private
meeting with now President Trump, I
said, you know, my study of American
history seems to indicate that those
Presidents who were considered by the
media to be our smartest Presidents,
when it came to foreign matters, for-
eign policy, they were some of the least
effective.
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In some cases, actually, terrible at
foreign policy and foreign diplomacy,
it seems that some of our most success-
ful Presidents, when it comes to for-
eign policy, have been depicted as
being just a little bit crazy.

And I mention to now President
Trump, if he will remember back to the
days of ‘‘Saturday Night Live’ when it
was funny, they did skits about Presi-
dent Reagan. They enjoyed portraying
President Reagan walking around as if
he was in some daze or stupor, with his
finger out asking where the red button
is—‘“Where is the red button?’’—like he
was so anxious to start a nuclear war.

But when you analyze the history of
our Presidents and their effectiveness
at foreign policy, I think you actually
end up seeing that, when the world is a
little bit concerned about a United
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States President being just a little bit
crazy—‘‘That guy is crazy enough, he
may start a nuclear war’—it is a fan-
tastic help to diplomacy, so that when
a President like Reagan or Trump says,
“This is it. Don’t do this because I will
draw a red line,” they can’t be sure
that he won’t launch a nuclear war.

So I hope that he won’t take any-
thing off the table. I think he has han-
dled some of these issues very well. As
he has said: I am not taking anything
off of the table. I am not going to warn
our enemies of exactly what we are
going to do and when.

That is wise counsel in handling for-
eign diplomacy.

I am looking forward to the days
ahead, because this week, in meeting
with President el-Sisi, it sent a mes-
sage to the world that President
Obama refused to send, and that is we
think we can work with President el-
Sisi.

He has his hands full. Egypt has a
tough road ahead because they are try-
ing to come back from what had be-
come a quite socialized government in
Egypt. A lot of people are on some
form of welfare.

It is always difficult, as one of the
Caesars found, when you try to move
people off of bread and circuses and get
them to working so that they will find
out they have value, provide self-
worth. Every individual has value in
God’s eyes, and the Founders knew
that. So let’s get them working. Most
everybody can do something. And lead-
ers like President el-Sisi are attempt-
ing to do that.

It was also an embarrassment for the
United States, and those that are ob-
serving world affairs, to have noted
that an incredible world event hap-
pened since President el-Sisi has been
the head of the government in Egypt.
They opened a second lane to the Suez
Canal. There were top leaders from
most all of the more powerful nations
in the world. They came to honor
Egypt and their incredible accomplish-
ment of opening a second lane. It didn’t
go all the way the distance, but it al-
lows for so much more traffic through
the Suez Canal.

I remember one conversation prior to
that with President el-Sisi, when Presi-
dent Obama had promised Muslim
brother leader Morsi: We will send you
tanks. We will send you jets. We will
send you money. We will send you
Apache helicopters.

President Obama was more than
happy to send powerful weaponry that
the Muslim brothers could use to go
after Christians to weaponize the
Sinai, as Morsi did.

A lot of Americans had the wool
pulled over their eyes, including some
at AIPAC, who didn’t realize, as they
sent people around to support Presi-
dent Morsi, that: Oh, gee, we think he
is a lot better than people are giving
him credit for.

I knew who he was. I know what he
was. But some of the top folks at
AIPAC did not realize you don’t want
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to be supporting a Muslim brother
President or leader anywhere.

And, in fact, we should do right here
in the United States what Egypt did,
and that is list the Muslim Brother-
hood as a terrorist organization. Now,
it is true in the United States. Some of
their leaders have said, oh, no, we don’t
want to get to violence, because the in-
dications are they believe that they are
making so much progress, and they
really did. Under the leadership of
President Obama, the Muslim Brother-
hood made vast strides in power in the
United States without violence, so
they didn’t want to jeopardize that.

But as some of the documents that
had been seized over the last 30 years
make clear: Yeah, we will use peaceful
means as long as we can; but, of course,
at some point, when we are no longer
successful in gaining the upper hand in
America, we will have to support vio-
lence to do the final takeover.

But some people here get it. They un-
derstand the threat that the Muslim
Brotherhood is.

It is great that President Trump in-
vited Egyptian President el-Sisi to be
here to meet with him. And, Mr.
Speaker, I look forward to the day
when we have enough time to have
President el-Sisi stand right here
where Prime Minister Netanyahu has
stood at least, I think, three times and
where other great international leaders
have stood and have spoken to a joint
session. I look forward to the day when
we have President el-Sisi stand here.
The man is a true hero for the world,
for everyone except the Muslim Broth-
erhood.

President Trump also welcomed King
Abdullah of Jordan, King Abdullah,
leader of a majority Muslim country.
And, of course, those who have studied
the Bible know that so many of the
Biblical references actually are right
there in Jordan.

Some wondered why  President
Obama didn’t get much encouragement
from those around him to go ahead and
do a status of forces agreement with
Iraq. We know that Iran was making so
many of the IEDs, putting people and
weapons inside the country of Iraq,
while American soldiers were fighting,
losing their lives, being maimed, losing
arms and legs—our great heroes—car-
rying out the will of the U.S. Govern-
ment.

It seemed that President George W.
Bush pretty well had a status of forces
agreement teed up. He probably could
have finalized it. For all the criticism
that some heap onto President Bush,
he is actually a very gracious man.
Look at the time he entertained people
at the White House and was so gra-
cious. People like Ted Kennedy that
would walk right outside and trash him
after he had been so gracious to him.

But he actually left a hanging curve
ball for President Obama to hit after
he came in as President. And from
what I understood from people in the
Bush administration, they thought this
would help his Presidency come in and
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very quickly sign the status of forces
agreement that should be easy to get
done.

But one of the things—well, there
were two main things, it seems, from
what I can figure out, that stood in the
way of the status of forces agreement.
One was President Obama really didn’t
want to leave troops in Iraq, not even
a small force, to help solidify what we
had taken away from the radicals. And
he didn’t use good judgment, which has
now cost the lives of tens of thou-
sands—hundreds of thousands of people
in the Middle East because of his short-
sightedness.

Another reason that there is no sta-
tus of forces agreement was an element
I didn’t realize until I was talking to
my friend Joel Rosenberg, a great au-
thor, a New York Times Best Seller au-
thor. Joel has done so much fantastic
research into Israel, Egypt, and the
Middle East. His novels reflect so much
history that is accurate.

He was pointing out to me—and I had
not seen it until he pointed it out and
I started doing some research on it.
But some of the crazies who think that
the 12th imam, who was thrown in a
well as a child around 10 years of age,
is going to some day come back and
take over and be the great Mahdi, the
12th imam, that unites the world ca-
liphate and puts everyone under rad-
ical Islamic control of the Mahdi, the
12th imam, most of the 12th-ers be-
lieve, those who believe the 12th imam
is coming back, some have said they
have already seen him on short appear-
ances.

There are prophecies that the 12th
imam will first come back and take
charge in a small town. I believe it is
pronounced Kufa. It is kind of like the
Bible prophesied that the Messiah
would be born in Bethlehem.

Well, those who believe the 12th
imam is going to come back—and, ac-
tually as I understand, they do believe
in Jesus. They believe he is going to
fight at the right hand of the 12th
imam, so they don’t have anything
close to the beliefs that Christians do
and the orthodox Jews do. But the only
way he can come back and begin the
start of this reign, if he comes back to
Kufa, there cannot be any infidel sol-
diers, infidels in the land, occupying
the land.

So if the United States had an occu-
pying force in Iraq, it is going to im-
pede the ability of the 12th imam to
come back and start the beginning of
the worldwide caliphate that will fall
in place thereafter. And, of course, he
is supposed to emerge from chaos.

There were those in Iran at the top
who thought—not rank-and-file people,
but some at the top thought, look, he
is supposed to come out of chaos. He
will appear here in this small town and
start the beginning of the accumula-
tion of the world caliphate.

So, in Iran, if you were a crazy top
leader in Iran that believed that is
where the 12th imam is coming back,
you could not allow the TUnited
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States—that they consider infidels, the
Great Satans—you could not allow the
United States to have a status of forces
agreement so that we had what they
consider infidel soldiers. So it wasn’t
anticipation that Iran would fight so
hard to keep America from agreeing to
keep soldiers in Iraq, and part of that
is because President Obama did not
allow people who had studied radical
Islam.

Now, he had Muslim brothers around
him. That is what Muslim Brotherhood
publication indicated in December of
2012, I believe is when that article came
out, bragging about the six people that
were in top positions, people like Imam
Magid; and Elibiary, who was on the
Homeland Security Advisory Council,
the top advisory council for Secretary
of Homeland Security Janet Napoli-
tano. And I pointed out conflicts there
that were disregarded and problems
that his allegiance was not to us; it
was for a more radical Islam, for the
Muslim brotherhood at least.
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Finally, when he tweeted out that
the caliphate—the world caliphate is
inevitable and Americans just need to
get used to it, they finally decided to
let him rotate off advisory council. But
the Muslim brothers were bragging
about the people they had in top posi-
tions that were advising President
Obama.

There are some holdovers in posi-
tions who were not top Muslim broth-
ers, but they are in positions that I
hope this President will be able to root
out. And I think it helps a great deal
that he talks to President el-Sisi, he
talks to President Abdullah, because
some of these radical Islamists are also
a great threat to King Abdullah in Jor-
dan, and we need him keeping peace on
the eastern side of Israel.

And then you also had the Chinese
President come, and we have got to
deal with China because they are a
power and they own a lot of our debt.

But I appreciate what was reported
this week. Ali Waked at Breitbart re-
ported from Tel Aviv:

‘“. . . Abdel Fattah Sisi’s visit to the
United States ... will be an oppor-
tunity to undermine the Muslim Broth-
erhood’s standing in Washington, a
former Egyptian Ambassador to the
United States said.

‘““Abdel Raouf al-Ridi told Egyptian
paper Alshorouk that ‘Egyptian-Amer-
ican relations are entering a new
phase, and the degree of their success
relies on Egyptian efforts.’”

He went on to say: ‘‘‘Presidents
Trump and Sisi can break the ice cre-
ated during the Obama administra-
tion,” he said. ‘Without doing injustice
to Obama, he adopted the ideology of
the Muslim Brotherhood.””

He is talking about President Obama.
President Obama would never admit
that. Who knows whether he was taken
in or really understood what he was
embracing.
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But one other great thing that I want
to express appreciation for is the Presi-
dent’s steps on trying to stop illegal
immigration into this country.

Mr. Speaker, as I have talked about a
number of times, having spent so much
time all night on the border, the drug
cartels control traffic coming into
America, and they have people that
they are smuggling in through their
coyotes who actually get paid to bring
them in. That money goes to the drug
cartels and they coordinate. The drug
cartels, according to the Border Patrol,
coordinate sending in these groups of
illegal aliens in the United States.
They knew, when they sent a big group
in on one or more rafts, that all of our
border patrolmen would have to flock
to that area and start processing them,
go through their checklist of questions,
and that is when they could send mas-
sive amounts of drugs in.

So what President Trump is doing is
a great favor to the United States.
When he stops illegal immigration, he
is not just stopping illegal immigra-
tion, he is stopping the ability to bring
in drugs, making it more difficult. Oh,
they are still coming, but it is a start.
And I am grateful to the President for
doing that.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 3 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. HOLLINGSWORTH) at 2
o’clock and 29 minutes p.m.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR FURTHER CONSID-
ERATION OF H.R. 1628, AMERICAN
HEALTH CARE ACT OF 2017

Mr. SESSIONS, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 115-88) on the resolution (H.
Res. 254) providing for further consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 1628) to provide
for reconciliation pursuant to title II
of the concurrent resolution on the
budget for fiscal year 2017, which was
referred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

———

PROVIDING FOR AN
ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I send
to the desk a privileged concurrent res-
olution and ask for its immediate con-
sideration.

The Clerk read the concurrent reso-
lution, as follows:
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H. CON. RES. 48

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That when the House ad-
journs on any legislative day from Thursday,
April 6, 2017, through Friday, April 21, 2017,
on a motion offered pursuant to this concur-
rent resolution by its Majority Leader or his
designee, it stand adjourned until 2 p.m. on
Tuesday, April 25, 2017, or until the time of
any reassembly pursuant to section 2 of this
concurrent resolution, whichever occurs
first.

SEC. 2. (a) The Speaker or his designee,
after consultation with the Minority Leader
of the House, shall notify the Members of the
House to reassemble at such place and time
as he may designate if, in his opinion, the
public interest shall warrant it.

(b) After reassembling pursuant to sub-
section (a), when the House adjourns on a
motion offered pursuant to this subsection
by its Majority Leader or his designee, the
House shall again stand adjourned pursuant
to the first section of this concurrent
resolution.

The concurrent resolution was agreed
to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———————

ADJOURNMENT FROM THURSDAY,
APRIL 6, 2017, TO SATURDAY,
APRIL 8, 2017

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent when the House ad-
journs today, it shall adjourn to meet
at 11 a.m. on Saturday, April 8, 2017,
unless it sooner has received a message
from the Senate transmitting its con-
currence in House Concurrent Resolu-
tion 48, in which case the House shall
stand adjourned pursuant to that con-
current resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas.

There was no objection.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. EVANS (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today.

———

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported and found truly enrolled a bill
of the House of the following title,
which was thereupon signed by the
Speaker:

H.R. 353. An act to improve the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s
weather research through a focused program
of investment on affordable and attainable
advances in observational, computing, and
modeling capabilities to support substantial
improvement in weather forecasting and pre-
diction of high impact weather events, to ex-
pand commercial opportunities for the provi-
sion of weather data, and for other purposes.

———

JOINT RESOLUTIONS PRESENTED
TO THE PRESIDENT

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported that on April 5, 2017, she pre-
sented to the President of the United
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States, for his approval, the following
joint resolutions:

H.J. Res. 43. Providing for congressional
disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5, United
States Code, of the final rule submitted by
Secretary of Health and Human Services re-
lating to compliance with title X require-
ments by project recipients in selecting sub-
recipients.

H.J. Res. 67. Disapproving the rule sub-
mitted by the Department of Labor relating
to savings arrangements established by
qualified State political subdivisions for
nongovernmental employees.

———
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to the order of the House of today,
I move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 2 o’clock and 32 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Saturday, April
8, 2017, at 11 a.m., unless it sooner has
received a message from the Senate
transmitting its adoption of House
Concurrent Resolution 48, in which
case the House shall stand adjourned
pursuant to that concurrent resolution.

—————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

982. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting a letter on the
approved retirement of Lieutenant General
Samuel D. Cox, United States Air Force, and
his advancement to the grade of lieutenant
general on the retired list, pursuant to 10
U.S.C. 1370(c)(1); Public Law 96-513, Sec. 112
(as amended by Public Law 104-106, Sec.
502(b)); (110 Stat. 293); to the Committee on
Armed Services.

983. A letter from the Senior Official Per-
forming Duties of the Assistant Secretary of
the Army (Manpower and Reserve Affairs),
Department of Defense, transmitting a no-
tice of mobilizations of Selected Reserve
units that will be ordered to active duty
from April 1, 2017 through June 30, 2017, pur-
suant to 10 U.S.C. 12304b(d); Public Law 112-
81, Sec. 516(a)(1); (125 Stat. 1396); to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

984. A letter from the Chief Counsel,
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Final Flood Elevation Determinations (Car-
roll County, MS) [Docket ID: FEMA-2016-
0002] received April 5, 2017, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services.

985. A letter from the Chief Counsel,
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Final Flood Elevation Determinations
(Washington County, Oregon and Incor-
porated Areas) [Docket ID: FEMA-2016-0002]
received April 5, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

986. A letter from the Acting Chairman,
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission,
transmitting a report titled ‘“‘Extensions of
Hydropower Construction Deadlines Under
Sec. 13 of the Federal Power Act”, pursuant
to Sec. 1701(c)(b) of the Energy Policy Act of
1992; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce.
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